
CSG-AAG 2020 Business Meeting Minutes  
May 28, 2020 

 
15 in attendance via Zoom 

 

1. Announcements 

a. Introductions (Fish) 
i. Introduce all current officers 

Past-Chair: Jeff Howarth 
Chair: Carolyn Fish 
Vice-Chair: David Retchless 
Secretary/Tresurer: Xinyue Ye 
Academic Director (2019-2021): Stephanie Deitrick  
Academic Director (2018-2020): Rui Li 
Non-Academic Director: Jacob Wasilkowski 
Student Director: Bill Limpisathian  

ii. Brief overview of the group 
● 338 members 
● ~100 discussion posts on the AAG Knowledge Communities 

(includes reminders) 
● Dues: $10 for regular members, and $2 for students  
● The CSG Twitter feed (@cartoaag) is the best place to get the most 

up to date news on the group as well as the AAG Knowledge 
Community 

b. Summary of AAG Specialty Group Chairs Meeting (Fish) 
 
Covid rapid response initiative of AAG, gathering proposals. 
 
Some conversations around expectations of how we conduct ourselves not only 
professionally, but also as members of the public.  A document with proposed sanctions 
will be forthcoming from AAG. 
 
Still talking about 2021 in-person meeting, but with some virtual options to allow those 
who are not able to attend in person to participate.  If at least 25%  are willing to attend 
in person, it is likely Seattle meeting will occur, assuming safe conditions.  Looking to 
return to regular format, but with concurrent virtual sessions 
 
Another topic was the success of Specialty Group plenary sessions.  Funding is limited, 
particularly next year, but we should look into it. 



 
 
 

2. General Business 
a. Changes to Bylaws from last year (Fish) -  

 
Thanks to Jeff for the foresight to plan for virtual meetings - that change has been 
accommodated in the bylaws, which allows us to meet and vote virtually. 
 

b. Awards 
i. Honors Student Paper Competition (Stephanie) -  

 
5 applications, only 2 were cart-related, and neither panned out, so this competition was 
not run this cycle.  Definite dip in number of submissions - requires a lot of work by 
students.  Lower award than poster competition.  Do we want to switch distribution of 
funds?  Need to be mindful of finances - possibly reduce Masters grant to 2x per year, 
which frees up $500.  Rob: noted that the Cartographic Perspectives award, which is 
$1350, still gets few entries.  Should we switch to $100 travel award for 
abstract/extended abstract like GIScience or AutoCarto, up to 5?  Rui suggested perhaps 
rephrasing award, not “paid registration” but lump sum travel award (e.g. $250). 
Awardees are given a lump sum check on proof of attendance, so this would not be a 
radical change 
 

ii. Masters Thesis Grants (Jacob) -  
 

June 2019, 1 sub, Nov 2019, 1 sub., March 2020 1 sub.  2 winners out of those 3: Jack 
Swab from University of Kentucky, Levi Westerveld from University of Bergen, Yuhao 
Kang from University of Wisconsin.  Please promote widely.  Award can be used for 
travel or research, but not conference attendance. 
 

iii. Illustrated Paper Competition (Bill) -  
 

Award was canceled this year (Jeff notes that they got word late, and with half the prior 
funding, so they had to cancel).  There were 7 submissions:  3 undergrads, 2 masters, 
and 2 PhD students.  Jeff will pass along info to David re: judging and Avenza contacts, 
and release from restriction to AAG participants for entry/judging. 
 
This award is now called the Illustrated Poster competition, so the deadline follows the 
much later poster deadline for AAG.  This should result in even more submissions. 

 
c. Treasurer’s report (Xinyue) -  

 



Still awaiting information from Michelle at AAG; will update us when he hears from 
her. 

d. Program Committee (Fish) -  
 

This was a new committee put together last year, to help organize sessions.  Only one 
of this year’s sessions went virtual, but was successful in terms of building support. 
Cognition/Behavior still the biggest draw, but several on feminist mapping which 
pulled in folks outside of cartography.  Looking for new session ideas for next year. 

i. Sponsored sessions 
ii. Virtual sessions 

 
3. New Business (Fish) 

a. Future AAGs - discussed above 
b. Future of Awards and Competitions - discussed above 
c. Board Elections  

 
Past-Chair: Carolyn Fish 
Chair: David Retchless 
Vice-Chair: Xinyue Ye 
Secretary/Treasurer: Amy Rock 
Academic Director (2020-2022): Rui Li 
Academic Director (2019-2021): Stephanie Deitrick  
Non-Academic Director: Jacob Wasilkowski 
Student Director: Harrison Cole  
 

d. Public comment & Announcements 
 
Rui: NACIS deadline is 5/31 - there may be an extension, but please get some sort of 
abstract in as the board would like some idea of commitment for fall.  Board is meeting 
regularly to determine plans for fall. 
 
Amy: CartoSIG still running the Esri virtual map competition - please encourage 
students to submit maps. 
 
David: looking forward to working with everyone, thanks to Carolyn for leading us 
through unusual times.  Will be contacting awards comm members to evaluate those. 
Look for more from him through the Cartography board later this summer. 
 
Hopefully we’ll all see each other in Seattle, in the meantime stay active in the virtual 
space. 
 
 
 
 


