
CARTOGRAPHY SPECIALTY GROUP BUSINESS MEETING 
 
April 4, 2019 (held at the AAG Annual Meeting in Washington, DC) 
 
Presiding: Jeff Howarth, Chair 
 
Board Members Present: 
Jeff Howarth (Chair) 
Carolyn Fish (Vice Chair) 
David Retchless (incoming Vice Chair) 
Sasha Savelyev (past Chair) 
Stephanie Deitrick (Academic Director) 
Meghan Kelly (Student Director) 
 
Meeting called to order by Jeff Howarth at 6:55pm  
 
Members introduced themselves. 
 

I. Summary of the Specialty Group Chairs meeting 
 
There were about 8500 attendees at the DC Meeting 
1723 Total sessions 
 
The upcoming Denver meeting will be faster. Sessions will be 75 minutes (talks will be 15 
minutes total). Fewer concurrent sessions. Poster sessions encouraged (to take pressure off 
paper sessions).  

II. Changes to Bylaws 
 
Jeff noted that currently the bylaws ask for paper ballots and a different voting schedule than 
necessary given modern technology. The changes to the bylaws would allow for digital voting 
and change the voting schedule to align with digital voting. Because there is sometimes a need 
to meet outside of the AAG, Jeff and Carolyn proposed to allow for virtual meetings to create a 
quorum. The motion to change the bylaws would allow meetings in person and or via other 
real-time communication.  
 
CURRENT BY-LAW LANGUAGE  
Article V, Section 4, Issue d.  
The slate of candidates will be completed by January 1, the ballot printed and mailed to the CSG 
membership of record on January 15 each year, by January 31, the ballots returned and 
counted and candidates notified of the results at least two weeks prior to the AAG annual 



meetings. (Specific dates for each election should be established each year by the CSG 
chairperson.)  
 
PROPOSED CHANGES 
Article V, Section 4, Issue d. 
The slate of candidates will be completed by February 1, the ballot delivered to the CSG 
membership of record by February 15 each year, by March 1, the ballots closed and counted 
and candidates notified of the results at least two weeks prior to the AAG annual meetings. 
(Specific dates for each election should be established each year by the CSG chairperson.) 
 
(Fish motioned for vote, Retchless seconded, and motion passed) 
 

III. New Business 
 
According to bylaws, we should have four committees: (1) Nominations (2) Awards (3) Program 
(4) Goals.  
 
For a long time the committees which are outlined in the bylaws have been ignored. Howarth 
would like to start these up again by appointing committee members.  
 

A. Nominations Committee 
 
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 
Purpose: 

(1) Recruit nominations for CSG officer elections (2) Should be 2 nominations for each open 
position 

 
This committee would handle nominating future board members.  

• Jeff Howarth chairs as immediate past chair. 
• As chair, Carolyn Fish has power to appoint other two members; she opted to defer her 

appointments until a later date. 
 

B. Awards Committee 
 
AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Purpose: 
(1) Recommend to AAG Honors Committee names of CSG members for consideration 
(2) Select recipients of any CSG awards or prizes 
 



 
 
This committee would handle all awards for the CSG 

• Jeff Howarth nominated the following members and they accepted: 
o Carolyn Fish (chair) 
o Jacob Wasilkowski (in line with duties as non-academic director) 
o Stephanie Dietrick (in line with duties as academic directors) 
o Rui Li (in line with duties as academic directors) 

 
C. Program Committee 

 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Purpose: 
(1) Ensure that the Denver Program has sessions that will interest CSG members 
(2) Organize sessions and network with other SG chairs to co- sponsor sessions 
(3) Organize special topics, workshops, field trips 
 
 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Bylaws: Shall consist of a Chairperson and two additional members, all appointed by the CSG 
chair. 
Should include one from the geographic region of next Annual Meeting (Colorado) and one 
from the following meeting (?) 



 
 
This committee would handle trying to develop a firm grounding for the paper and poster 
sessions created and sponsored by the CSG. The goal was to increase diversity of the program 
to be more inclusive of people and groups that have not felt represented by the CSG and to 
work with the Digital Geographies SG to align out programs better.  
 

• Jeff Howarth nominated the following members and they accepted: 
o Megan Kelly  
o Amber Bosse 
o Carolyn Fish 
o Alexander Savelyev 
o David Retchless 

• It was agreed that Joseph Kerski should also be invited to join committee. 
  

D. Goals Committee 
 
GOALS COMMITTEE 
Purpose: 
(1) To solicit from membership suggestions for future activities of the CSG 
(2) Produce a report with specific suggested long-term goals for CSG 
 
Composition 
(1) Vice-Chair 
(2) Other CSG officers (3) CSG members 

IV. Other business 
 
Jeff, Carolyn, and Meghan met informally at the NACIS meeting Norfolk, VA in October 2018. 
They discussed how the bylaws of the SG were out of date. Because there was not a quorum at 
the NACIS meeting, no changes could be made at that time. Jeff proposed changes for potential 
of virtual meetings. 
 



Article IV. Section 2.  
“The Board of Directors will meet at least once each year. A quorum of four is necessary to 
conduct CSG business.”  
 
Proposed Change  
“The Board of Directors will meet at least once each year. Meetings may be held in person 
and/or other real-time communication. A quorum of four is necessary to conduct CSG 
business.”  
 
(Fish motioned, Hodgson seconds, motion passed) 
 
 

A. Awards (Honors Student Paper Competition & Poster Competition) 
o There were no submissions to the Honors Student Paper Competition. Discussion 

around these two competition noted that the Honors Paper competition had a 
much small prize than the Poster competition for less work 

o Rob Roth suggested having contestants submit extended abstracts and then 
building AAG session around the abstracts of the 4/5 finalists. 

o Topic was tabled for later discussion by Awards Committee. 
 

B. Changes to future conference program  
o This year was the first year there was an Avenza map gallery. There wer many 

challenges associated with Avenza gallery and how to address them, including 
possibility of map gallery that is more similar to NACIS. 

o Possible map-oriented field trip. 
o Rob Roth suggested a panel discussion. 

 
C. Other  

o Question of whether CSG should require membership to compete for awards 
(excepting Avenza) was discussed and tabled. 

o Jeff Howarth floated idea of New Officer for Communications 
o Timing of business meeting was discussed, time immediately following poster 

session was suggested. 
 

V. Leadership transition 
 
The gavel was formally passed by outgoing (now Past) Chair Jeff Howarth to incoming Chair 
Carolyn Fish. All other positions up for election also transitioned at this time but were not 
acknowledged.  
 
Meeting adjourned by Carolyn Fish.  
 


