
CARTOGRAPHY SPECIALTY GROUP BUSINESS MEETING  

March 31, 2016 (held at the AAG Annual Meeting – San Francisco, CA) 

Presiding:  Barry Kronenfeld, Chair 

Present:  14 members (board included) 

The meeting was called to order at 11:57am 

I. Announcements (Kronenfeld) 

A. Introductions (Kronenfeld) 

Current officers were introduced, and a brief overview of the purpose of the group provided. 

B. Summary of AAG Chairs meeting (Kronenfeld) 

The importance of SG structure was emphasized:   1900+ sessions, 1300 sponsored by SGs.  We are valuable 

in bringing together like-minded folks.  Overall, 9000 attendees this year. 

AAG dues not expected to rise, however they are exploring $1000 award for regional meeting attendance, 

also national fellowship for people doing research in geography.   

II. General Business 

A. Treasurer's Report (Rock) 

1) Report distributed from AAG indicated balance of account as of 29 Feb 2016 of $6,019.42, an increase of 

$275 over last year. 

2) Total expenses from 31 March 2015 to 29 Feb 2016 were $2205, which includes awards and 2015 

luncheon attendees and registration reimbursements. 

3) Total income from dues, from 31 March 2015 to 29 Feb 2016 was $2480. 

B. Awards 

1. Honors Student Paper Competition (Dietrick) 

Very strong papers this year, presentations on Wednesday reflected this quality.  Carolyn Fish was selected as 

this year's winner; her paper focused on usability and design.  Noted by reviewers that it would be a great 

contribution to Cartographic Perspectives. 

2. Masters’ Thesis Research Grant (Bell) 

This award has 3 rounds during the year; but no applicants during this last round.  Are there additional ways 

we can spread the word?  Also, some requests from PhD students to expand to include them. Cindy Brewer 

noted that the initial focus of the award was to target Masters’ students, who have fewer funding 

opportunities.   



Some discussion followed about ability for students to reapply in a later round if they don't succeed.  Also a 

suggestion to add blurbs on submitted research to blog to promote the types of research happening.  No 

decision reached on either point. 

3. Illustrated Paper Competition (White) 

This is conducted jointly with GIS/RS; again this year there were no cartography submissions to be evaluated.  

General sense is that we are not getting a lot out of this partnership.  The suggestion was renewed from prior 

years’ discussion to withdraw the approximately $600 contributed (last year 4 student registrations paid) to 

have a separate, cartography-focused competition.  It was noted this would help pull out cartography from 

the sea of posters.    New student rep very eager to promote.  Anecdotally, it appears we are not getting the 

word out about this competition.  Question was raised about an interactive exhibit.  Use illustrated paper 

format, to include a presentation.   

Motion to withdraw support from joint competition (Clarke), seconded (Boll-Basse).  All in favor, 

motion carried.   

Motion to establish new cart only award with the $600, in the format of an illustrated paper session 

(Merson, amended Brewer), seconded (Clarke). All in favor, motion carried. 

4. National Geographic Student Map Awards (Dietrick) 

Not conducted this year, likely due to reorganization at NGS.  Stephanie was unable to get a response from 

our usual contacts.  Need new contact - recommend the three geographers on the CGE board.  We will 

continue to try and reestablish contact, if anyone has recommendations or connections, please advise 

(Stephanie.Deitrick@asu.edu). 

5. Future awards 

Some discussion ensued about establishing partnerships with other organizations, particularly to develop an 

interactive mapping award.  Mapbox, CartoDB, NYT graphics, others?  Currency of interactive as a term was 

discussed, discarded in favor of dynamic.  We will follow up on the establishment of a Dynamic Mapping 

Competition, with a partner.  Those with relevant contacts, if willing, should connect them to Stephanie 

(Stephanie.Deitrick@asu.edu) or another officer. 

C. New Website  

Our new website can be found at aagcartography.wordpress.com.  Many thanks to Eugene Turner for his 

many years of supporting the previous site.  We are also linked from AAG knowledge communities.  Please 

contact Barry or Pat with feedback. 

D. Dues parity 

The question arose last year: are CSG dues too high?  Barry ran the numbers, and we are a little on the high 

end - 8th of 66 groups.  Current rates are  $10 regular/$2 students.  Median is $5/$1.  In the interest of 

funding expanded awards, consensus was to leave current structure alone, and perhaps re-evaluate in future. 



E. Elections  

We are past election dates, due to an incomplete roster of nominations.  We are off-rotation on one 

Academic Director position, and the Non-Academic Director; incumbents will continue an additional year to 

get us back on rotation. Patrick Kennelly will rotate in as Chair and Barry Kronenfeld to Past Chair.  

Nominations were rounded out during the meeting, and the proposed slate of officers was as follows: 

Vice Chair (continuing as Chair/Past Chair 2016-2019): Sasha Savelyev 

Secretary/Treasurer (2016-2018): Amy Rock   

Academic Director (2016-2018):  Rui Li 

Student Director (2016-2017): Amber Boll Basse    

 

Motion to accept slate of officers as described (Clarke), seconded (Brewer).  All in favor, motion 

carried.  Congratulations to our new officers! 

III. New Business 

Keith Clarke brought attention to the International Map Year; various events listed on ICA website 

(http://icaci.org/tag/international-map-year/).  July 2-7, 2017, Washington, DC, will host the ICA congress 

(3000 expected).  Many opportunities for student volunteers, other participation.  Many of our members are 

involved in organizing.  Cindy Brewer is the Scientific Program Chair, which has a more academic focus.  

October 26, 2016 is the abstract deadline.     Cindy will tap us to help program committee with reviews late 

2016. Help spread the word! 

Barry Kronenfeld, outgoing Chair and new Past Chair, offered the group’s thanks to Tom Pingel, outgoing 

Past Chair.   Tom was instrumental in getting new page together and getting us through some organizational 

transitions. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:48pm. 

 


