
CARTOGRAPHY SPECIALTY GROUP BUSINESS MEETING 

AAG Annual Meeting – Chicago, IL 

April 23, 2015 

I. Call to order 

The meeting was called to order at 11:53 a.m. 

Presiding: Thomas Pingel, Chair 

Present: 17 members (board included) 

II. Elections

Four nominations were received for Student Chair, none for other positions.  

Specifically, we need a Vice Chair and an Academic Director.  Please reach out to those who 

might be interested; a list of responsibilities for each office can be found on the website.  

Election for those two chairs will be postponed. 

III. Poster Sessions

Tom reported that AAG is seeking encouragement for more students to participate in 

poster sessions, which might allow them better feedback.  AAG advises that we provide more 

awards, just for posters.  Options to support undergraduate research will be considered, 

including a map gallery for AAG, which might also increase awareness of the group. 

IV. CSG website

Tom reported that other specialty groups have had issues creating a public face.  If 

hosted via AAG, it doesn’t get indexed well, so so many have an external site (like CSG), but 

continuity is an issue.  We have reserved cartography.aag.org, but AAG does not currently 

provide hosting.  Many specialty groups are seeking that service, so it may be a possibility in 

the future.  In the meantime, CartoNews (cartonews.wordpress.com) is the most up-to-date 

source of info. 

V. Awards 

Rob shared the award winners with the group.  National Geographic Society (NGS) 

remains a great partnership for us.  It’s a great opportunity for students to get their work 



noticed, as this competition is judged by NGS, and there is a great track record of winners 

getting internships with National Geographic.   

Three masters’ thesis awards were given this year.  Student paper finalists can work 

with Pat Kennelly on getting their manuscript fast-tracked through Cartographic Perspectives.  

Further information on this year’s winners is on the CartoNews blog. 

The top 20 finalists (of 200) in the ICA Children’s Mapping Competition were also on 

display at AAG, with text voting available. 

VI. New Cartographic Journal

Bill Cartwright announced a new ICA publication, the International Journal of 

Cartography.  Currently unranked, published through Taylor & Francis. 

VII. Treasurer's report.

Balance of account as of 28 Feb 2015 was $5744.42, an increase of $441 over last year, 

bringing us about on par with 2013.    Total expenses from 31 March 2014 to 28 Feb 2015 were 

$1820, which includes awards and 2014 luncheon attendees.   Total income from dues, from 31 

March 2014 to 31 March 2015 was $2261, an increase of about $250 over the previous year. 

CSG is currently at 502 members.  Dues are $10; we will investigate if we are in line with 

other groups.   Results will be sent out regarding dues parity, and we can discuss next year as 

we consider website requirements and the possible expansion of our awards offerings. 

VIII. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:22 p.m. 

 

 


