
CARTOGRAPHY SPECIALTY GROUP BUSINESS MEETING  

AAG Annual Meeting – Tampa, FL 

April 11, 2014 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM. 
 
Presiding:  Thomas Pingel, Chair 
Present:  13 members (board included) 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER (Pingel) 
 

II. ANNOUCEMENTS / SPECIALTY GROUP CHAIRS MEETING (Pingel) 
a. AAG business and the web site was discussed at the chairs’ meeting 
b. AAG is seeking feedback about the knowledge communities 
c. Attendance at the conference was down this year (currently 6100, down from 

7400 last year) 
d. The specialty group highlights has had favorable reviews 
e. AAG solicited feedback about the conference from the groups 
f. (Buckley) We should make more of a coordinated effort to sponsor sessions that 

are specifically about cartography; this could help membership. 
g. In order to improve membership, we should consolidate our web presence 
 

III. TREASURER’S REPORT (Anthamatten) 
a. Report distributed indicated balance of account as of 31 March 2014 of $5303.42, 

$477 lower than one year previous.     
b. Total expenses from 31.March.2013 to 31.March.2014 were $2489 
c. Total income from dues, from 31.March.2013 to 31.March.2014 was $2012. 
d. In order to improve membership, we should seek to build membership across 

organizations (e.g., CaGIS). 
 

IV. STUDENT PAPER COMPETITIONS (Pingel, Roth) 
a. The student cartography competition is a good way to promote the specialty 

group. 
b. Members present discussed the idea of producing an “undergraduate” only portion 

of the student competitions. 
c. After some discussion, we also agreed that we need to find a group to work with 

on producing a digital map competition (distinguished from the NGS paper map 
competition). 

 
V. 2014 AWARDS PRESENTATIONS (Roth) 

a. Student paper and cartography finalists were announced for this year.   
 

i. AAG-CSG Honors Student Paper Competition:  
1. Joanna Merson (Arizona State) 



ii. National Geographic Award in Mapping:
1. 1st: Riley Champine (Oregon): The North American Soccer

Experiment
2. 2nd: Andrew Umentum (UW-Madison): The Road to Madison to

New Orleans to Detroit and Back Again

iii. Honorable Mentions
1. Dean Olsen (UW-Madison): Your thoughts become your words
2. Mark Harris (UW-Madison): Refuse to Give up, Always Finish the

Race
3. Leif Estrada (Harvard): Morphology: Synthetic Growth and

Natural Decline

VI. OTHER BUSINESS
a. Dr. Janet Speake discussed a potential theme at next year’s AAG, “Geographers,

Geography and the New Cartography.”
i. The idea is to discuss the impacts of new technologies on maps, mapping,

and geography.
ii. Dr. Speake would like to get the dialogue moving about how to support

the theme at the 2015 AAG conference in Chicago.
iii. She requests that members of the cartography SG become involved with

this.

VII. The new board was introduced (Pingel)
a. Chair: Tom Pingel (2013-2015)
b. Vice-chair: Barry Kronenfeld (2014-2015)
c. Secretary / Treasurer: Amy Rock (2014-2016)
d. Academic director: Stephanie Deitrick (2014-2016)
e. Non-academic director: Caroline Fish (2014-2016)
f. Past chair: Ian Muehlenhaus (2013-2015)

The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 pm. 


