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Dear Fellow Cartographers, 

First, I would like to offer a belated welcome to 

two new CSG officers elected this past spring. 

Our new vice chair is Pat Kennelly of Long 

Island University, whom many of you already 

know as the Editor of Cartographic 

Perspectives. Our new Student Director, Travis 

White of the University of Kansas, has 

contributed to this newsletter with an 

insightful interview of Ginny Mason, Senior 

Maps Graphics Editor at National Geographic. 

Welcome aboard Pat and Travis!  

Over the past year, CSG membership has 

grown from just over 500 to 577 members. To 

support communication with a growing 

membership, we have been working for some 

time on updating the CSG website. I am 

pleased to announce the launch of the new 

official website of the CSG, 

https://aagcartography.wordpress.com/. This 

website will contain up-to-date information on 

membership, student awards, officers, by-laws 

and past newsletters, and a blog on CSG 

activities and other cartography-related news.  

The new website replaces the old site 

maintained for many years by Eugene Turner 

at CSU Northridge. I would personally like to 

thank Gene for his dedicated service well into 

retirement  his website has been an anchor 

for the community and a vital reference for 

CSG officers. I would also like to thank former 

Academic Director Rob Roth, his student Katie 

Kowalski, and Past Chair Tom Pingel for their 

efforts in making the new website a reality. 

One of the primary missions of the CSG is to 

support student scholarship in cartography. 

The CSG sponsors three student awards and 

https://aagcartography.wordpress.com/


competitions: the CSG Honors Student Paper 

Competition, CSG/National Geographic 

Student Map Awards, Student Illustrated Paper 

Competition (co-sponsored with the Remote 

Sensing Specialty Group) and CSG Masters 

Thesis Grants. These awards recognize student 

achievement in cartographic research and map 

production, and provide funding to support 

continuing research activities at the Masters 

level. Recent award winners are listed 

elsewhere in this newsletter. Now is the time to 

encourage your student(s) to commit to a 

research project by submitting an abstract to 

the Honors Student Paper Competition for the 

AAG Meeting in San Francisco, or to begin 

working on a map submission for the National 

Geographic Student Map Awards. For more 

information and contact information, visit our 

website. 

It is AAG abstract submission season, and for 

the past two months CSG members have been 

busy organizing a number of high-quality CSG 

sponsored sessions. Here is a list of sessions 

that I am aware of  (there are new sessions 

being announced every day, so my apologies if 

your session is not included in this list): 

Cognition, Visualization and User Issues 

(Amy Griffin, a.griffin@adfa.edu.au).  

Uncertainty and Quality Issues in Spatial 

Data Analysis (Min Sun, msun@gmu.edu).  

Data in Action: Tracing the Open Data 

Experiment  (Jon Cinnamon & Britta Ricker, 

j.cinnamon@exeter.ac.uk & bricker0@uwt.edu). 

Creative Approaches to Cartography (Jörn 

Seemann, jseemann@bsu.edu).  

Seeing Indigenous Landscapes: Tools and 

Approaches from Community Mapping 

(Caroline Desbiens, desbiens@ggr.ulaval.ca) 

Symposium on Human Dynamics Research 

(Shih-Lung Shaw, sshaw@utk.edu): 

- Social Media and Big Data (Ming-

Hsiang Tsou, mtsou@mail.sdsu.edu) 

- Visualization and Analytical Tool 

Development in Human Dynamics 

Research (Xinyue Ye & Song Gao, 

xye5@kent.edu & 

sgao@geog.ucsb.edu). 

Geovisual Analytics (Wei Luo and Ross 

Maciejewski, wluo23@asu.edu, 

rmacieje@asu.edu)  

Symposium on Spatiotemporal Thinking, 

Computing and Applications (ST 

symposium)  

Mapping the Hyphen: How maps connect 

the human to the environment in human-

environment studies (Alex Peimer and 

Charles Fogelman, apeimer2@illinois.edu, 

fogelma2@illinois.edu). 

Understanding Urban Dynamics Based on 

Movement Big Data (Junjun Yin and Shaowen 

Wang, shaowen@illinois.edu, jyn@illinois.edu). 

If you are interested in participating in any of 

these sessions, please contact the organizer(s) 

listed. It is not too late to organize, so if you 

wish to seek out other like-minded researchers 

for a cartography-related session, I encourage 

you to post a CFP to the CSG message board 

on the AAG Knowledge Communities. 

This is a very exciting time for cartography. The 

International Year of the Map is underway, ICA 
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and NACIS meetings are as strong as ever, and 

technological developments such as 

ubiquitous mobile mapping and the 

mainstreaming of GIS are highlighting the 

need for professional cartographers, as well as 

research into the functioning and roles of 

maps in society. People are starting to 

rediscover cartography, and nowhere is this 

more evident than in the AAG. It is humbling to 

serve as chair of the Cartography Specialty 

Group during this time, and I would like to 

thank all CSG members for the work that you 

do in furthering the discipline. 

Sincerely, 

Barry Kronenfeld 

Eastern Illinois University 

 

Elections 

Elections for open CSG board positions were 

conducted by CSG Past Chair (2015-2016) 

Thomas Pingel. Voting concluded on March 31. 

The following candidates were elected to their 

respective positions, and will assume their 

duties immediately following the business 

meeting on April 11th: 

Vice Chair (2015-2016) 

Patrick Kennelly 
 

 

Student Director (2015-2016) 

Travis White 

 

The Board thanks all candidates for 

volunteering their time and supporting the 

activities of the CSG. 

International Map Year and Map 

Day 

The International Cartographic Association has 

decided to celebrate an International Map Year 

during the years of 2015 and 2016 and has also 

formed a working group to plan and organize 

that task. The working group has set up a 

website (which can be reached via the ICA 

website) where more information will be made 

available. The ICA expects that all ICA member 

countries will participate in order to give their 

citizens a broader knowledge of maps  how 

they are produced and used for many 

purposes in society.  

Another goal is to give school children and 

university students an opportunity to learn 

more about cartography and about its 

neighboring geospatial sciences geodesy, 

photogrammetry, remote sciences and 

surveying. ICA has about 80 national members, 

and the UN will be helpful in establishing 

contact with all other countries around the 

globe, so that International Map Year will be 

celebrated worldwide. Celebrations include a 

new book on the world of maps (available in 

English, Spanish and French). Explore it at 

http://mapyear.org/the-world-of-maps-book/  

The US National Committee has organized 

National Map Day during Geography 

Awareness Week with invitations to users from 

different fields such as agriculture, forestry, 

physical planning, housing, and natural 

resources. The main theme for such a day 

should be to discuss the educational value of 

maps in helping to teach students and adults 

about their cultural and physical environments. 

Local map days will involve municipalities, 

universities and schools, museums, archives 

and libraries. The national committee will 

http://mapyear.org/the-world-of-maps-book/


support them with recent and historical maps 

from the national mapping organizations.  

following parts: 

 Exhibition of recent national maps 

from the national mapping 

organizations;  

 Demonstrations of map production 

and of the use of maps;  

 Local mapping programs for planning 

and maintenance of infrastructure;  

 Exhibition of historical maps  mainly 

local ones;  

 Exhibition of Barbara Petchenik 

 

 Activities for children;  

 Short lecture programs;  

 Demonstrations of GPS, orienteering 

and geocaching;  

 Demonstrations of how to overlay old 

maps on new ones; 

For instance, In Washington, DC, we will be 

celebrating Map Day on November 16 at the 

US Department of Education with poster 

displays of map winners from the CaGIS Map 

Design Competition, as well as exhibiting 

children's maps that were submitted from the 

US to the Barbara Petchenik Competition held 

in Rio de Janeiro at the ICA. In addition, we will 

have a panel discussion that day at the 

Education Department building regarding the 

value and power of maps for geographically 

educating the public. 

What is the purpose of International Map 

Year? 

The purpose of International Map Year is to: 

 Make the map more visible to citizens 

and school children in a global context; 

 Show how maps and atlases can be 

used in society; 

 Show how information technology can 

be used in getting geographic 

own maps; 

 Display and show different types of 

maps and map production; 

 Show the technical development of 

mapping and atlas production; 

 Show the necessity of a sustainable 

development of geographic 

information infrastructures; 

 Increase the recruitment of students to 

cartography and cartography-related 

disciplines. 

International Map Year shall become a 

trademark for mapping and boost the identity 

of the ICA and highlight its mission in the 

international arena.  It shall also give ICA 

affiliate members a possibility to advertise 

their services in mapping. Hopefully, the ICA 

will also get more national members and make 

mapping services to the society more obvious 

in all the fields of cartography. 

Who is International Map Year targeted 

towards? 



The target groups for International Map Year 

are: 

 General public; 

 School children; 

 Professionals; 

 Government employees; 

When is International Map Year? 

International Map Year will be officially opens 

at the ICA conference in Rio de Janeiro in 

August, 2015 and then continue until 

December 2016. But preparation had to start 

earlier, especially activities to get national 

contributions for the Barbara Petchenik 

Competition in Rio. 

When Is Map Day? 

Map Day has been scheduled during 

Geography Awareness Week on November 

16.  This event is currently being promoted on 

the GAW and CaGIS websites: 

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com/edu

cation/programs/geographyawarenessweek/?

ar_a=1and http://www.cartogis.org/imy.php).   

International Map Year is supported by the 

United Nations Initiative on Global 

Geospatial Information Management (UN-

GGIM) and the UN Regional Cartographic 

Conference. 

UN-GGIM is now organizing itself for 

promoting geographic information 

and for taking over the UN Regional 

Cartographic Conferences. The ones in 

Americas, Africa and Asia including the Pacific 

will be extended with one for Europa. 

IMY was presented by Georg Gartner at the 

UN-GGIM meeting at the UN headquarter in 

New York, August 6-8, 2014. The presentation 

was well received and the resolution states: 

The committee endorses the International Map 

Year 2015 2016 as proposed by the International 

Cartographic Association as a valuable means to 

promote the importance of maps and 

Geoinformation. 

How Can I help IMY? 

Contact Dan Cole (coled@si.edu) about joining 

the U.S. National Committee for IMY. 

CSG Master s Thesis Research 

Grants Recipients 

Spring 2014: Joel Radunzel for his thesis 

Cartography, Intelligence, and the Third Battle 

 

Fall 2014: 

Evolution of North American Ski Resort Maps: A 

Comprehensive Analysis of the Past, Present, 

and Fut  

Winter 2015: 

Refugee Border Crossings: A critical feminist 

 

Spring 2015: 

Neocartography & VGI Overlap: Examining the 

Spatial Variability of Twitter Data 
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Get to Know a Cartographer  

Interview with Ginny Mason 

Student Director Travis White took the 

opportunity to interview Ginny Mason of 

National Geographic recently. Here is what 

they talked about: 

TW: What motivated you to get into 

cartography? 

GM: The realization that maps can be used as a 

medium for decision-making. I love that 

cartography involves both creative design and 

analytical skills. 

TW: Do you view yourself primarily as a 

cartographer, graphic designer, or 

information designer? Which other fields or 

disciplines do you look to for guidance or 

inspiration? 

GM: I view myself primarily as a cartographer, 

but I believe that graphic design and 

information design are essential disciplines to 

be an effective cartographer. They are not 

mutually exclusive. Cartography can involve 

almost any field. History is a big 

inspiration.  Not just for aesthetic guidance, 

visually in the past and how cartography was 

applied or utilized in different disciplines. 

Database management and statistics are the 

backdrop for everything.    

TW: Please describe a typical project 

workflow. Who selects project topics? Are 

maps created by individuals or teams? What 

are your processes of feedback and editing? 

GM: I work primarily on feature stories for the 

print and digital versions of the Magazine. 

Feature stories are pitched by members of the 

staff and vetted by the executive leadership 

and the Editor in Chief. A story team is then 

assigned which consists of a representative of 

each department in the Magazine: photo 

editor, text editor, graphics and/or maps editor, 

text graphics editor, print and digital design 

editor, video editor, research editor, 

production assistant, and of course a writer 

and photographer. It is the responsibility of the 

assigned maps/graphics editor to determine 

the content of the map and graphics as it 

relates to the photographic and text coverage. 

We work closely with the story team to 

determine page space and scope. Once a 

concept is determined, a sketch or first draft is 

created by the graphics/maps editor. This is 

then brought to the senior editors and 

directors for input and approval. 

Over a period of about a month, the 

graphics/maps editor, works toward finalizing 

the content and refining the design.  I most 

often do my own research, and work with 

academics, data providers, and specialists in 

the subject matter. We have a production 

assistant assigned to each story that can help 

with various production tasks and reformatting 

of the content to our digital platforms.  We 

have weekly meetings amongst the 

graphics/maps editors where we can bring our 

work, at whatever stage they are in, for 

feedback and advice. We have a map copy 

editor that reviews the maps and checks to 

make sure that the maps meet National 

Geographic map policy. This involves 

reviewing boundary delineations, type specs 

and spelling, label placement, scale bar, and 

anything else. 

Our final deadlines involve a top edit made by 

senior editors and directors who review the 

maps for clarity and overall design. The map 

edit



all maps that will be published for a particular 

month. We look at type label placement and 

consistency, type legibility, and any specific 

edits that put the polish on a map. All maps go 

through a production check, where the files 

are cleaned, and checked for optimal printing 

specifications, and each map label is spelled 

out and checked individually. Final proofs are 

made and then approved by prepress and the 

editor responsible for color content. 

TW: Your maps communicate all sorts of 

geospatial data. Which kinds of data are the 

most challenging to work with? Do you 

have a preferred theme or topic? 

GM: There is data that is difficult to make 

geospatial, like narratives or descriptions, and 

then there is data that is difficult to visualize 

due to medium or space constraints.  The most 

exhaustive or have consistent collection 

practices. Biblical accounts (where the Apostles 

traveled, Virgin Mary apparitions), travel diaries 

(Nansen, Amundsen, Wallace), and 

controversial subjects with varying points of 

view (anything where a source comes from 

more than one entity). 

My favorite topic is covering the oil, gas, and 

energy industries. There is such an intermix 

between lots of data, people-environment 

interaction, cultural impact, bio-geographical 

impact, geopolitics, geology, and 

governance.  

different environments (both positive and 

negative) in different ways depending on 

geography. 

TW: National Geographic Magazine has 

embraced interactivity and mobile 

platforms. Explain the challenges and 

benefits of designing maps for these 

emerging technologies. 

GM: The greatest benefit is having the 

opportunity to add dimension to our 

storytelling. Temporal visualizations, 3-D 

explorations, and multivariate content provide 

solutions to the constraints of the printed page. 

It is easier to walk someone through a 

storytelling experience in a digital platform 

than it is in one page. Digital platforms give us 

the benefit, through analytics, of knowing 

more about consumer behavior and 

engagement.  

But a challenge is simplifying while not 

compromising the graphical content as we 

optimize for the digital space.  Maps for our 

feature stories fill two purposes: one to tell a 

stand alone geographic story that relates to 

the feature. The other is to locate places 

mentioned the story to orient our 

readers.  Some stories have many place names 

that are difficult to fit on a map or series of 

maps on a mobile device in addition to the 

thematic data on the map and digital 

platforms require larger type sizes and symbol 

sizes.  Maps on digital devices may be at 

smaller or larger scales. 

So this presents a challenge for our editing 

stage and research/data acquisition. What was 

once a print-then-digital philosophy is now 

print and digital in parallel, or, digital first. We 

must keep in mind more than one scale when 

acquiring and rendering data, for tiled map 

projects, as one example. And from a design 

standpoint, we think more linearly about the 

story telling as a reader swipes through 

devices. 

TW: You are active in the professional 

cartographic community. Can you explain 



how this benefits both your career and your 

mapmaking abilities? 

GM: Whether you are the only professional 

cartographer or GIS person where you work 

(which used to be the case for me) or if you 

work amongst many other professionals on a 

daily basis (like I do now), no one should 

embrace this profession in a vacuum. 

cartographic community is a relatively small 

one from which we can learn and grow from 

each other. This is particularly true in an era 

where formally trained cartographers are 

embracing digital technologies, and 

programmers and developers are embracing 

cartographic principles.  Everyone can keep 

learning and engaging. 

TW: If you were advising a young student 

interested in becoming a cartographer, 

what would you recommend they learn? 

GM: First, a good solid understanding of 

database management and the technical 

aspects of how geospatial data is created. 

There is no better tool than the ability to 

troubleshoot and understand what underlies 

the data. Projections, datums, GPS, remote 

sensing, to name a few. Second, geostatistical 

and spatial analysis methods. I use these tools 

often for not only analysis, but for processing 

that optimizes the data aesthetically. Third, 

coding and development tools depending on 

what kind of cartography one wishes to pursue 

(software development, platform design, 

interactive design, for example).  And last but 

not least, a solid understanding of 

cartographic design principles as it applies to 

digital and print mediums.   

The opinions expressed in this article are the 

author's own and do not necessarily reflect 

the view of National Geographic Magazine, 

National Geographic Society, or National 

Geographic Partners. 

-------------------- 

If there is somebody you would like to see us 

interview for a future newsletter, please send your 

ideas to bjkronenfeld@eiu.edu. 

News & Events 

Competition winners 

National Geographic Awards (AAG 2015) 

 

2nd: Yishi 

 

 

 

 

2015 Honors Student Paper Competition 

Right Tool: David Woodward's Suggested 

Framework and the Study of Military 
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Board of Directors 

Chair (2015-2016) 

Barry Kronenfeld 

Department of Geology/Geography 

Eastern Illinois University 

Charleston, IL 

bjkronenfeld@eiu.edu  

Vice Chair (2015-2016) 

Patrick Kennelly 

Dept. of Earth and Environmental Science 

LIU Post 

Brookville, NY 

patrick.kennelly@liu.edu 

 Secretary / Treasurer (2014-2016) 

Amy Rock 

Department of Geography 

Humboldt State University 

Arcata. CA 

Amy.Rock@humboldt.edu 

Academic Director (2015-2017) 

{open position} 

 

Academic Director (2014-2016) 

Stephanie Deitrick  

School of Geographical Science and Urban 

Planning 

Arizona State University  

Tempe, AZ 

Stephanie.Deitrick@asu.edu 

Non-Academic Director (2014-2016) 

Sarah Bell 

Cartography Lab 

Esri Professional Services 

Redlands, CA 

sbell@esri.com 

Student Director (2015-2016) 

Travis White 

University of Kansas 

Lawrence, KS 

tmacwhite@gmail.com 

Past Chair (2015-2016) 

Thomas Pingel 

Department of Geography 

Northern Illinois University 

DeKalb, IL 

tpingel@niu.edu
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